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Stainless Steel Nails, Saltwater Environments 

EcoStar requires the use of 316‑gauge stainless steel ring shank nails for all Gold Star projects located in 
tropical or coastal saltwater environments. This requirement aligns with industry standards, including the 
Cedar Shake & Shingle Bureau, which states that “nails must be stainless steel Type 316 in locations within 
fifteen miles of salt water”. 

316‑gauge stainless steel ring shank nails provide maximum corrosion resistance in these conditions while 
maintaining strong withdrawal resistance. These fasteners are available in both hand‑drive and collated coil 
formats. 

Why Type 316 Stainless Steel Is Required 

• Type 316 stainless steel offers the highest corrosion resistance, especially in chloride‑rich coastal
environments.

• Stainless steel nails offer the highest degree of corrosion resistance.
• Ring shank nails are required because they provide better withdrawal resistance, particularly

important in high‑wind coastal regions.

Minimum Fastener Lengths for EcoStar Installations 

Field Applications: 

• Traditional Slate & Shake: minimum 1.5" nails
• Niagara Slate & Shake, Concrete Flat Tile, Island Groove Clay: minimum 1.75" nails

Hip and Ridge Applications: 

• 2.5" nails minimum

Installation & Performance Considerations  

To ensure long‑term system performance in coastal environments: 

• Fasteners must be driven flush with the surface. Underdriving or overdriving any fastener will affect
the integrity of the roofing system.

• Fasteners must penetrate the sheathing at least 3/4" or all the way through.
• Electrogalvanized (EG) fasteners must never be used.




