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Starter Row Installation Options 
 

EcoStar LLC offers the following starter row options for an EcoStar roof assembly. 

Option 1: Universal Starter Row Tile 

The universal starter row tile is compatible with every EcoStar profile and provides greater linear coverage 
per bundle than any standard EcoStar bundle. It’s the preferred starter course for every EcoStar assembly. 

Option 2: Use the Traditional Slate for the Starter Row 

• Create a more realistic slate appearance at the eaves when Traditional Slate is installed with the 
slate detail facing down. 

• Using Traditional Slate tiles with one of the Designer Tiles (Chisel Point, Beavertail, or Beveled Edge) 
can reduce the number of cuts needed to maintain a minimum 2” offset between the starter row 
and first row, while also enhancing the realism of the slate appearance. 

Option 3: Use the profile intended for the field as your starter row.                   Image #1 

• When using the profile intended for the field as your 
starter row, the installing contractor can: 

o Install the starter row and first row at the 
same time. 

o Increase the gap (minimum 3/8”) between tiles 
and adjust the (minimum 2”) offset between 
courses and select the tile size that reduces 
the necessary number of cuts and the amount 
of waste. 

o This works with Random-Width Slate, Shake 
Blends, or a blend of sizes of Niagara Slate 
tiles. 

 
• When Niagara Slate tiles are used as the starter row, EcoStar requires trimming 8” from the top of 

each tile before installation (see Image 1). Failure to cut off the top 8” may result in a visible lift in the 
second or third course.         

All EcoStar tiles, including the starter row, require a minimum 3/8” gap between all tiles as well as any roof 
protrusions and dormer walls. 


